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No. 10: 
Fossil 
Hotbed



Thatôs us in the middle: just 

another wetland.

Our neck of the 

woods, 300 million 

years ago.



Discovered in 1845 in a French 

River well, the 270 million -year -

old fossil snout was dubbed 

bathygnathus  borealis . Today, it 

is recognized as a species of 

dimetrodon called Dimetrodon 

borealis .

When it comes to fossils, weõre 

suddenly gaining a reputation!



In 2013 Bathy 

even got its 

own coin..

http:// www.the
coinshoppe.ca /

2013-canadian -

dinosaurs -
bathygnathus -

borealis -fine -

silver-coin/



(right) Fossil of amphibian 

footprints, found near 

Cumberland and 

donated to the PEIMHF in 

2020. (CBC)

Dimetrodon  footprint found by 

Laura MacNeill  at Cavendish.



Fossil footprints 

from the 

Permian period, 

found at 

Hallidayõs Wharf, 

near Belfast. 

(No, itõs not just 

a raccoon. Itõs . . 

. Itõs . . .

Ichniotherium !)



Another trackway found 

near Eldon, belonging to a 

large - bodied herbavore . 

According to the Royal 

Ontario Museum, these are 

possibly the largest 

Permian footprints yet 

found.



Reptile fossil found on shores 

of Egmont Bay in the mid -

1990s by Michael Arsenault. 

The original fossil is 

approximately nine inches in 

length. The fossil was 

acquired by the Royal 

Ontario Museum, which 

named the specimen in 

Michael s honour .

Photo courtesy of Betty Sheen.



Michael Arsenault and Erpetonyx  

arsenaultorum , a new species of small 

reptile. Like most PEI fossils, itõs about 300 

million years old.

http:// www.cbc.ca /news/technology/fossil -
found -by -p -e-i-boy -fills-gap -in-reptile -evolution -

1.2899592



A fossil reptile foot, discovered on an Island beach by Anne MacFadyen in 

2024. (CBC)



A fossil seed fern, 

discovered after Hurricane 

Fiona in 2023. (City News, 

Halifax)



No. 9:

Prince Edward 

Islandõs

Celtic Colours



Thomas Faed, The Last of
the Clan (1865)

Although the Highland Clearances arenõt a myth, it is a myth that most 

Highland emigrants to PEI were cleared off their farms.



A valiant attempt to chart ð and 

freeze in time ð traditional clan 

territories in Scotland along with 

major Lowland estates.
http:// www.mooseman.de /pics/ma
ps/ map_scotland_clans.gif

The principal sources of Scottish 

immigration to PEI are circled:

A: Clanranald  MacDonald estates 
on South Uist (mostly Catholic)

B. Skye and adjacent mainland 

(mostly Protestant)
C. Clanranald  MacDonald estates in 

Western Highlands, especially 

Moidart (mostly Catholic)
D. Campbell estates in Argyll, 

especially. Mull, Kintyre, Colonsay, 

and Coll (mostly Protestant)

E. Perthshire (mostly Protestant)

F. Ross-shire (mostly Protestant)
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Erskine Nicol, An Evicted Family (1853)

And virtually all of the Irish immigrants to PEI were here 

before the Great Famine struck in 1845 ñ51. 



The first significant wave 

of Irish immigration to PEI 

came from southeastern 

Ireland.



After 1830, the pivot 

of Irish emigration 

switched to the 

northeastern province 

of Ulster.



And within Ulster, the greatest 

single source of Irish immigration to 

PEI originated in County 

Monaghan.



By 1855, end of major immigration era:

Islanders of Scots descent = c.45%

Islanders of Irish descent = c.25%

Islanders of English/Welsh descent = c.20%

Islanders of Acadian descent = c.10%

Clearly, PEI is the most Celtic province in Canada.



No. 8: The Yankee Gale, 3 ñ5 October 1851



òThe afternoon was warm and still, the sky was 
heavily clouded, but yet no indication of the 
approaching tempest was apparent, excepting 
a lurid brassy appearance to the north and 
norõwest about sunset: in the West Indies, the sure 
harbinger of a hurricane.ó
 òThe Storm,ó The Islander , 17 October 1851



òOn the night of Friday last, and throughout the whole of 
Saturday and the following night, we were visited with a 
gale of unusual violence, from the E.N.E., and violent storm 
of rain, almost unparalleled in the history of this Island; from 
the loss of ships accompanying it, and altogether so far as 
loss of life which has taken place.ó
  Haszardõs Gazette, 7 October 1851

òSome of the [American] Captains say, that they have 
been thirty years at sea, and never experienced such a 
gale before.ó
  Islander, 10 October 1851

Engraving by Steve Clement, 1995.



The Scope of the Disaster

Official Totals: 74 vessels and c.150 deaths

Possible Totals:  c110 vessels and perhaps 

     200+ deaths



No. 7: The 
Naming of 

Prince Edward 
Island



Epekwitk
(Charlottetown Airport)

"Made On Mi'kmaõkió Craft Team:  Koady  Sock, Tee Sock and Morgan Varis


